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In the last issue of TID Tidings, we covered Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger's recent plans to fund a ma-
jor expansion of the state’s water infrastructure. His
plan’s emphasis was Lo expand surface waler stor-
age, and two locations were touted as proving to be
the most feasible - Sites Reservoir off-stream of the
Sacramento River and Temperance Flat Reservoir
an the upper 5an Joaquin River. A bill to move this
£4.5 billion plan further along, SB 59, is now stalled
in committee while further negotiations among the
legislature and the Governor's office  continue,
Adding to the mix are the numerous water districts,
environmental groups, and others with their own
perspectives on what's needed for the next major
phase in California’s water system.

Some concerns coming from the water commu-
nity regarding the Governor's plan, primarily those
entities in Southern California and Kern County,
were related to the plan’s prime focus being on new
reservoirs and not the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. Much of the state, including the vast urban
areas to the south, depend on water pumped from
the Delta and delivered via state and federal water
systems extending hundreds of miles southward
and also into the San Francisco Bay area. While the
plan contained some $1 billion for the Delta and
outlined a process to define its future, many felt the
plan should be more ambilious, calling for the
much-controversial Peripheral Canal to move fresh
waler around the Delta to the pumps at its south-
erly edge.  After all, the Governor's plan was al-
ready no stranger to controversy, as new reservoirs
too are the subject of much debate in the state.

It might seem that we on the east side of the San
Joaquin Valley ought to view the ongoing struggle
over the future of the Delta and its fisheries as a big
fight that we could safely ignore. After all, here in
the Tulare area we have access and utilize local
groundwater, receive water from the Kaweah River,
and bring in much-needed supplies from Millerton
Lake, whose impounded waters have long been
disconnected from the lower San Joaquin River and
its discharges into the Delta. This imported water
from Millerton Lake, the principal feature of the
Friant Unit of the CVP, has served us extremely
well the last 535 years, bringing in on average about
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80000 AF of water supplies annually which other-
wise would be pumped from the underground.
Adding in the Friant contract supplies of Ivanhoe
and Exeter irrigation districts and surplus supplies
purchased by Kaweah Delta, and the total is up to
about 100,000 AF annually for the Kaweah Basin
area.

It's safe to say that we're now very dependent on
Friant water supplies, and our area would face ulti-
mate economic devastation should this supply be
cul off. We take the annual right 1o this supply for
granted now, after many years of operation of the
Friant-Kern Canal which delivers the water to us
and many other districts up and down the east side
af the Valley, Yet, a sudden severance of this vital
walber supply is just what could happen should
there be a major disaster in the Delta or governmen-
tal decision to declare a lengthy shut-off of the
pumps. Why? Our Friant water actually belongs to
others and we only have access to it as long as those
who own it are provided a substitute supply. This
water supply substitution lies at the heart of the
CVI* and remains as one of the grandest water ex-
change trades ever accomplished in the nation. It is

Drelta Waterways - California's Water Hub

a fascinating story, one that begins in the middle
1800rs in the thriving entreprencurial business cli-
mate of San Francisco.
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GROUNDWATER REPORT

TID’s latest groundwater level data — gathered in the early spring —
indicates that we are still reaping the benefits of the two previous wet
years, during which time about 600,000 AF was delivered into the Dis-
trict for irrigation and groundwater recharge. The spring data shows
that levels rose about 4 feet from where they were in the spring of 2006.
This is depicted in the chart below, in which all three sections across
the District showed gains. The average depth to water within TID now
stands at just over 98 feet.

We are bracing ourselves, however, for a significant decline in levels
after we get through this pumping season, since this year’s meager

runoff has done little to provide for more recharge to the underground.
This will be reported in the 4™ quarter issue of TID Tidings. Between
the anticipated pumping of our farmers and the City of Tulare, we
estimate that nearly 190,000 AF may be pumped from the under-
ground this year in the Tulare region alone. With average pumping in
the range of 115,000 AF, this additional extraction, coupled with little
or no intentional groundwater recharge being conducted in this very
dry year, will no doubt take its toll on the groundwater supply in 2007.
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EMPLOYEE NEWS

s ers, but we have filled these vacant positions with two |
‘new people, both eager to get to work! We now have |
» a new Controller, Richard Tapley, who will oversee all /
E financial matters here at TID, as well as personnel E
s administration and other business activities. Richard '
: holds college degrees in business and accounting, and /
. possesses extensive experience in the financial and '’
; accounting fields. Some of this experience includes |
; various administrative roles while he served in the Air
: Force for 10 years. He has roots in the Tulare commu- |
/nity, having grown up here and graduated from Tu-
‘lare  Union
‘HS.  Coinci-
‘dentally,  his
‘wife has been
san  English
vinstructor
; there for many

L}
.years.  Our
; other new em-
L}
+ ployee, Juan

Felix, fills the
‘position  of
* Ditch Mainte-
:nance Worker and Ditch Tender. Also raised in Tu-!
;lare, he comes to us from Saputo Cheese where he !
. was engaged in various facets of Saputo’s operations. |
» He's also worked for Morris Levin & Son and there he |
s gained concrete construction and equipment opera- |
 tion experience. We welcome both of these new em-
 ployees to the TID family and wish them well in what |
E we hope to be a long career here.

Richard Tapley
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WATER SUPPLY

The grim news has long been out - this
year has turned out to be a very dry one,
about 35% of normal to be more exact.
Coming on the heels of back-to-back wet
years, it's a stark reminder how variable
our winter weather patterns and resulting
water supplies really are. TID’s diversion
of Kaweah River water is expected to only
amount to about 26,400 AF, and about 5,100
of that came from flood releases earlier this
winter. Our average Kaweah supply is in
the range of 70,000 AF. Likewise, our total
supply from the Friant Unit of the CVP will
be only 37,000 AF, and 19,000 of this was
delivered during the winter pre-irrigation
run. On average TID imports about 70,000
to 80,000 AF of Friant water for irrigation
deliveries and groundwater recharge. We
plan only a very short irrigation run, maybe
3 weeks at the very most. Contrast this to
the last two wet years, during which we
had water in the canal system from early
January through September in each of those
years.

The year turned nearly dry enough so as
to lend consideration to the advisability of
even having the summer irrigation run.

The Board of Directors recognize the im-
portance of ditch water to most farmers
and, even for such a short duration, it was
determined that this surface supply will be
an important part of crop irrigation during
the peak water-use time period. By the use
of reserves built up during the previous
wet years and access to revenues generated
by participation in local water exchanges,
TID has been able to hold its water sale rate
at the same level as the last two summer
seasons.

It should also be emphasized that there
will always be those occasional years when
our canal supplies are next to nothing.
There’s not a lot we can do about that, ex-
cept to pay exorbitant market prices to sup-
plement our supply in such years. Even
then, we may be able to buy only enough
water to add maybe a few days to the run.
Clearly what greatly helps us get through
years like this is putting water back in the
ground in the wetter years so farmers can
continue to have access to good quality
water at reasonable pumping depths when
we hit the dry ones.

IRRIGATION MOBILE LAB SERVICES

The District has recently joined as a sponsor of the Irrigation Mobile Lab, based in Kern

County. The Mobile Lab conducts field testing of farm irrigation systems and provides

estimates of irrigation efficiency. Such services are free of charge to landowners within
TID since we are now a sponsor of the program. See the insert in this newsletter for more
information about this informative service which is now available to you. It's free, so why

not give it a try!







Tulare Irrigation District
1350 W. San Joaguin Ave.
Tulare, California 93274

Founded in 1889, Tulare ID was
one of the first irrigation districts
in California. Its purpose is to
serve the water supply needs of
the greater Tulare area, a rich
and agriculturally diverse region
within the Southern San Joaguin
Valley. The water provided comes
locally from the Kaweah River
and is also imported from the
Federal Central Valley Project.

Important Dates to Remember

June

July

August

208 —Tax Assessment Dlue Date (2™ Installment)
25%—Start of Irrigation Run

Mid-Month— Anticipated End of Irrigation Run

10™ 1% Publication Notice—Delinquent Assessment List

17"—2" publication Notice—Delinquent Assessment List
17"—1* Publication—Equalization Notice

24™ 3" pyblication Notice—Delinquent Assessment List
24" 2 publication Notice—Equalization Notice

31" —Certificate of Sale—Tax Sales Record

The TID Tidings is publizshed quarterly by the Tulare Irrigation District. Questions about the articles or items appearing in the TID Tidings
can be answered by reaching the Tulare 11 office at (559) 6R6-34235




